LIVE LIFE LOVE 


-HOW TO DEAL 
WITH DUTOIT’S 
~ _ TARNISHED 
~ LEGACY? 


CURRENTS 


MARTIN 


œ> 


LUTHER KING (4 


INOURTIMES | 
APARTMENT AMENITIES 


ab sE 
, s20 
hi 


$574 IN MONEY-SAVING COUPONS 


The Philadelphia Inquirer 


Winner of 20 Pulitzer Prizes 


SUNDAY JANUARY 14, 2018 | ESTABLISHED IN 1829 | Ei GJ PHILLYINQUIRER | 


| c | $3 


NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK philly °com 


es, EAGLES 15 | FALCONS 10 SA) 


1 DOWN, 2 


10 GO 


‘GAME-CHANGER’ 


SEPTAs 
$1B trolley 
plan takes 
step forward 


The nation’s largest such network, 
it is ripe for an overhaul, its aging 
cars packed even in off hours. 
Wheelchair accessibility is key. 


By Jason Laughlin 
STAFF WRITER 

An ambitious plan to remake Philadel- 
phia’s trolleys took a step forward last 
week, with a preview of how modernization 
will change not only how people ride but 
also how they drive, bike, and park on the 
city’s six streetcar routes. 

A new report details plans for stops that, 
with platforms raised above street level, 
will be wheelchair-accessible and provide 
the backbone of a service that, along with 
larger cars, would remake the trolleys into 
something more 
like light rail. pg sel 
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Eagles Nigel Bradham (left) and Brandon Graham close in on Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan and sack him during the third 
quarter. The Eagles will host the NFC championship game next Sunday. DAVID MAIALETTI / Staff Photographer 


The Eagles are headed to the NFC title game thanks to a stout 


leys by 2024, an esti- 
mated $1 billion 
overhaul that rivals 
the proposed rail 
line to King of Prus- 
sia in both cost and 
scope. 


ward the plan to in- Í l l | i 


troduce new trol- 

> TROLLEY RIDERS: 
Graphic shows daily 
weekday ridership on 
SEPTA’s six trolley 
lines. A16 


ne by one, members of the Eagles de- 
fense stood at their lockers and swore 
that they knew what was coming. That 
the ball was going to Julio Jones. That 
Matt Ryan would be sprinting to his 
right. That all they needed to do was execute the 
countermeasures they’d put into place. 


defense and their coach, who outfoxed his counterpart. 
: TALES OF THE TAILGATE 


With Super Bowl dreams to keep 
fans warm, the party started early. 


That fourth-and-2 incompletion 
from Ryan to Jones was an inter- 
esting thing to consider from a 
number of vantage points. From 
that of Jalen Mills, who knew 
from the moment the Falcons 
broke the huddle that the ball 
was coming his way. From that of 
Jim Schwartz, who’d drilled his 
players so thoroughly on the tape 
that they recognized immediately 
what was about to unfold. From 
the 60,000-plus who made the 
sround inside the north end zone shake as Ryan 
rolled to his right. 

Now, pull the camera back a little bit and consid- 
er things from the perspective of the Falcons’ 
defense, which spent much of Saturday evening 

See VICTORY on A19 
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The stands were a sea of all 
kinds of green at Lincoln Financial 
Field. tTIMTAI/ Staff Photographer 


Full Coverage 
in Sports, D1 


By Amy S. Rosenberg 
and William Bender 
STAFF WRITERS 
Philly, you survived to tail- 
gate one more time. 
Was there ever any doubt? 
“One more time, we’re do- 


Derrick” Simmons, 43, who 
manned the grill, basked in 
the glow of the propane heat- 
er, set up the antenna for the 
TV, and hosted a cozy tailgate 
for friends and strangers 
alike who wandered into Lot 
M7, including a couple in 
their 70s who showed up in 
his tent late in the fourth quar- 
See FANS on A18 


ing it!” said an ecstatic “Big 


“This is a game- 
changer for really an entire section of the 
city,” said Erik Johanson, SEPTA’s director 
of business innovation. 

The new service would lengthen the dis- 
tance between stops and defined platforms 
where riders get on and off, instead of the 
buslike system in which trolleys can stop at 
nearly every intersection. The current 112 
cars that are 53 feet long and were manufac- 
tured by Kawasaki during the Reagan ad- 
ministration, along with 18 cars that date to 
1948, would be replaced by 120 cars at least 
80 feet long that could hold about twice as 
many people. 

SEPTA also has 29 trolleys on two routes 
in Delaware County that would be replaced, 
but the focus is on city transit for now. 
SEPTA anticipates the size of the new trol- 
leys would allow it to reduce its fleet by 39 

See TROLLEYS on A16 
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Keith Jackson, 89, the 
voice of college football 


WEATHER YOUTH HEALTH 


AccuWeather 
report, D16 
Monday 31| 27 
Tuesday 41 | 22 
Wednesday 31/18 By Tom Avril 
Thursday 34 | 24 STAFF WRITER 
Friday 43 | 30 It was anyone’s ball. 
Saturday 49 | 36 A defender for the Shipley Gators had 
launched a booming kick downfield, set- 
Pee eee eee eee eee eee ee eeey ting up the kind of high-speed confron- 
tation familiar to soccer players every- 
INDEX where. Who reaches the ball first? Who 
E Local News A Health can get it under control on the run? 
J Currents E] Live Life Love This time it was Max Brandt, a 10th 
E Sports Real Estate grader who played striker for Shipley’s 
[E Business EI Travel junior varsity team. 
i Cars reas B2 But something went wrong. Max lost 


control of the ball, tangled with two 
bigger players to steal it back, then sud- 
denly — bam! He was flat on the 
ground, motionless. 
“Hey, ref, you’ve got a head injury!” 
someone called out from the sidelines. 
Each year in the United States, more 


To advertise, call 
1-800-341-3413. For a 
complete list of Ad 
Department numbers, see 
“Contact Us” on A4. 


Unlocking mysteries of concussion 


than one million children suffer a 
sports-related concussion, and on this 
sunny fall day in the Philadelphia sub- 
urbs, Max had just joined their ranks. 

It has been more than a decade since 
the word concussion became an every- 
day topic for players, coaches, and par- 
ents, who share the news of the latest 
studies while watching games from the 
bleachers. 

Yet physicians are only starting to un- 
derstand what is happening inside the 
brains of concussed athletes, and how 
to treat them. Medical societies cannot 
even agree on how to define the word 


Experts, with area students’ help, seek answers on a condition that affects millions. 


concussion — as in all probability it is Max Brandt of the Shipley School on the Main Line 
not just one disease, but a cluster of suffered a concussion while playing soccer this fall. The 


related conditions. 


10th grader and schoolmates are part of an experiment 


An important piece of the answer by scientists hoping to take the guesswork out of 


See CONCUSSIONS on A15 


protecting the young brain. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 
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